SYLLABUS:  SPANISH 3
Course Description:  This course is designed for the advanced Spanish student.  Students will study the mechanics of Spanish grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  They will study all fifteen verb conjugations, learning the differences in each and how to conjugate, spell, and use them correctly.  They will be exposed to a variety of Spanish literature which they will read and discuss.  They will be exposed to current events, art, music, and cuisine of Spanish speaking countries, and they will experience extensive writing and conversation practice.  This course is open only to those who have taken Spanish 1 and 2 or who have tested out of Spanish 1 and 2 and have the teacher’s recommendation.
Grading Policy:  Your grade in this class will be determined by your performance in the following areas:  participation, worksheets and writings, homework, UNANNOUNCED quizzes, and tests.  All assignments are weighted equally but may not have the same number of points.  My goal is for you to learn Spanish, which you will only do if you choose to engage yourself in the class and the work expected.  Grades are computed by dividing your points earned by my points possible.  I recommend that you check your grades periodically to keep track of your current grade.  If you have a question regarding your grade, please ask me.  Late assignments will not be accepted unless special arrangements are made ahead of time.
Make-up Policy: It is your responsibility to obtain assignments missed during an absence.  You may look for your work in the Missed Homework Folder or ask me at a time convenient for both of us.  You are required to hand in assignments missed while absent in accordance with the rules set down in the HHS handbook.

Extra Credit:  I do not give extra credit.  If you are actively engaged in class and complete your assignments on time, you will not need extra credit.  

Required Materials:  (do not arrive to class without these items; we won’t use everything every day, but you never know when we will use them, so be prepared!) 

Failure to have your items when they are needed will result in a book tardy being assigned to you.
Pencil, pen, red pen 
1 inch three ring notebook with paper (FOR SPANISH CLASS, ONLY)

8 dividers with labels

1 package dry erase markers (I will collect these to be used in class.  Bring your

dry erase markers by the next class period to receive your first A in 


Spanish!)

Classroom Guidelines:

1. Be on time for class, and bring all materials to avoid tardies.
2.  Take care of all personal business before class, i.e. restroom, phone calls, admits,



lunch money, etc.  The ten minute break provides you with plenty of time.  Do


not ask to leave the classroom to go to your locker or the restroom.
3. Food and drink are not allowed in class without the permission of the instructor.
4. Much of our class is active group work.  Bring your energy and enthusiasm and 
Be prepared for an exciting adventure in language learning!
Success in This Class:  In order to acquire the language of Spanish which is the whole point of this class, you must know the following:

1. There is no such thing as a person who isn’t good at learning languages.

2. This language class will be a unique new experience for you.  The trick to acquiring another language is ridiculously simple:

You must hear a lot of the language and you must completely, entirely, totally, 100% understand what is being said.  In fact . . . if you’re doing it right . . . it feels effortless.  It feels involuntary.
3. You must be relaxed and not feel pressured to speak or perform.  If you want to, try to repeat what you hear, but speaking is not necessary at this point.  Just concentrate on trying to understand.  If you do not understand, STOP ME AND ASK FOR TRANSLATION OR TO SLOW DOWN.

4. Turn off the part of your brain that wants to turn this into work.  You may study and memorize as much as you want, but we are working toward long term (as opposed to short term) memory.   Knowledge is stored in long term memory when you do the following:

a. Have fun.

b. Listen.  Be aware of when your attention wanders, and think of ways that you can contribute details to the story.

c. Stop and signal me EVERY TIME you don’t understand even one word.

d. Laugh.  It releases endorphins that contribute to long term retention.  

e. Take breaks and move around.  A little physical movement makes the brain dump feel-good chemicals into the body that also increase long-term memory.
f. Read, read, and re-read.  As you read, you’ll understand more and more. (We’ll be reading a lot in class! ()

Foreign Language Standards:

1. Communication:  Students will communicate in languages other than English.

2. Cultures:  Students will gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

3. Connections:  Students will connect with other disciplines and acquire information.

4. Comparisons:  Students will develop insight intothe nature of language and culture.

5. Communities:  Students will participate in multilingual communities at home and around the world.
